
PRESS RELEASE · NORTHWEST PASSAGE EXPEDITION 2026   |   german.rbc Media Coordination

Antonio de la Rosa Reveals Details of His Northwest 
Passage Attempt for Summer 2026

The Spanish explorer will cross the Canadian Arctic solo and unsupported on a 
stand-up paddleboard engineered to convert into a sled.

Spanish adventurer and explorer Antonio de la Rosa is preparing one of the most 
demanding expeditions of his career: crossing the Northwest Passage solo and fully 
self-sufficient during the summer of 2026. In a recent presentation video, de la Rosa 
outlined the logistics and technical details of a journey that aims to connect the North 
Atlantic with the Pacific Ocean through the Canadian Arctic. The route, sealed by ice for 
more than three centuries and linked to numerous failed expeditions, is once again 
navigable due to the retreat of the sea ice driven by climate change.

A Route Spanning Up to 3,000 Miles

The expedition will take place between July and September and could last more than 
two months under extreme conditions. It will depart from the Baffin Sea area — with 
Bylot Island, at the northern tip of Baffin Island (Nunavut, Canada), as the planned 
starting point — and head toward the Beaufort Sea off the coast of Alaska. The 
projected distance ranges between 1,200 and 1,900 miles, though the exact departure 
and arrival points will depend on ice conditions at the start of summer. Water 
temperatures are expected to hover near 32°F for most of the crossing.

More than a century after Roald Amundsen became the first to complete the passage 
aboard the Gjøa (1903–1906), de la Rosa will attempt the same route by the power of 
his arms alone. For navigation, he will combine satellite positioning and communications 
with compasses and waterproof charts that replicate the Norwegian explorer's course.

A Board That Transforms Into a Sled

To sustain the crossing without outside assistance, de la Rosa will use a custom 
prototype stand-up paddleboard manufactured in Thailand by Sunova. The board was 
modified to improve forward momentum while paddling and, critically, to convert into a 
sled when ice blocks the passage and equipment must be dragged across the frozen 
surface.

The load is minimal and carefully calculated: an ultralight tent anchored to the board's 
frame — allowing him to camp on both land and water — freeze-dried high-calorie food, 
a compact stove, carbon-fiber paddles, and spare parts stored in waterproof dry bags.

Safety in Polar Bear Territory

The remoteness of the environment and local wildlife make safety a critical factor. Deep 
in polar bear habitat, de la Rosa will carry flares, a safety harness to prevent falls into 



the water, and — as required by local regulations — a shotgun for emergencies. His 
medical kit is prepared for first aid and even minor surgical procedures.

A First-Hand Account of a Changing Arctic

The expedition combines seamanship, endurance sport, and an explicit environmental 
statement. Sailing under the flags of Spain and the Spanish Geographical Society, de la 
Rosa intends to document firsthand how climate and geopolitical shifts have 
transformed the Arctic: what was an impassable route for centuries is now an open 
waterway.

Media Coverage and Press Contact

The expedition will be recorded with action cameras mounted on the board, allowing 
followers of antonioexpeditions.com and de la Rosa's social media channels to track 
progress in real time.

Journalist Germán Briceño, who served as communications liaison for Antonio de la 
Rosa's previous solo expedition to the South Pole, returns in that same role to support 
media coverage of this new challenge.

Media colleagues interested in receiving press releases, audiovisual content, or 
scheduling interviews can access the official expedition Media Center and obtain their 
press credentials at germanrbc.pro/acreditacion/. Registration is quick and provides 
direct access to press releases, photos, videos, audio clips, and the official WhatsApp 
press channel. For direct inquiries, contact lider@germanrbc.pro.

You can also scan the QR code below to access Germán Briceño's digital press card, 
which includes all contact channels and a direct link to the Northwest Passage 
Expedition WhatsApp group.
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